+

OSCAR A. AVALLE Mr. Avalle is the Acting Special 
representative of the World Bank to the United Nations and joined the World Bank’s United Nations office as Deputy Special Representative in March 2006.  Mr. Avalle came from the position of operations manager for Bolivia, Ecuador, Peru and Venezuela posted in Lima, Peru.  Before accepting this assignment, he was the Special Assistant to the World Bank’s Vice President for Latin America and the Caribbean Region.  Until 1998, Mr. Avalle worked at the Global Environment Facility (GEF), the financial mechanism that assists developing countries in responding to global environmental challenges.

 Before joining the World Bank, Mr. Avalle was a career diplomat for his native Argentina, representing his country from 1991 to 1996 in United Negotiations related to sustainable development and humanitarian affairs.
Among other positions, he served with the Argentine delegation to the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED) held in Rio de Janeiro, as well as the Climate Change Convention and the Biodiversity Convention. 

Mr. Avalle teaches at Vermont University and has contributed to books and articles on United Nations reform and sustainable development.  Mr. Avalle earned an MBA from Georgetown University and a Master’s Degree in Political Science, Diplomacy and International Relations from the Catholic University of Argentina and the Foreign Service Institute of the Argentine Foreign Ministry.    oavalle@worldbank.org   
WILLIAM B. BOYD, President Rotary International

Bill retired in 1995 as General Manager of Gordon & Gotch Magazines, Ltd., New Zealand’s largest magazine distributor.  He is a Trustee of New Zealand’s Trees for Survival Trust and the June Gray Trust and has represented Rotary on the National Kidney Foundation and the Intellectually Handicapped Society. He has been an elder and Youth Leader of the Presbyterian Church and a warranted Scout Leader, and has refereed rugby union football for 31 years. He was chair of the Rotary Down Under Management Committee.  

A Rotarian since 1971, Bill is a member of the Rotary Club of Pakuranga, New Zealand.  He has served Rotary International as district governor, training leader, moderator of the International Assembly, committee member and chair, including deputy chair of the New Zealand National PolioPlus committee, assistant deputy coordinator of PolioPlus partners, task force assistant general coordinator, regional Rotary Foundation coordinator, Director and Treasurer of the RI Board.  He is a recipient of The Rotary Foundation’s Citation for Meritorious Service and its Distinguished Service Award.  He has also received a Meritorious Service Award from Rotary Down Under.

Bill and his wife Lorna live in Howick, Auckland, New Zealand. They have two sons and two daughters and 11 grandchildren.

JUAN CARLOS BRANDT, a national of Venezuela, is the Chief of the Non Governmental Organizations (NGOs) in the Department of Public Information.  In this capacity, since April 2006, Mr. Brandt oversees the relationship between approximate 1500 representatives of Civil Society. 

Prior to this, Mr. Brandt was the Director of the United Nations Information Centre in Australia and the South Pacific. Based in Sydney, Mr. Brandt was appointed in early 1998 by Kofi Annan, Secretary-General of the UN, and assumed his 
duties in October of the same year. UNIC Australia is also responsible for Fiji, Kiribati, Nauru, New Zealand, Samoa, Tonga, Tuvalu and Vanuatu
             Mr. Brandt joined the United Nations in 1984 as Information Officer in the United Nations Information Centre in Washington, D.C.  In 1988, he became Associate Spokesman in the Office of the Spokesman for then Secretary- General of the United Nations, Javier Pérez de Cuéllar. In January 1992 and for the next five years, he served in the same capacity under former Secretary-General Boutros Boutros-Ghali and, most recently, since January 1997, under Secretary-General Kofi Annan as Senior Associate Spokesman and Deputy Spokesman.
            In 1989, Mr. Brandt was appointed spokesman for the President of the forty-third session of the General 
Assembly, Dante Caputo (Argentina).Before joining the United Nations, Mr. Brandt worked for five years as Director of the Venezuelan Government Tourist and Information Centre for
the United States and Canada in New York, and as Press Counselor for the Permanent Mission of Venezuela to the United Nations. Prior to that position he worked in his country’s communications and advertising industry, both in the private and
public
sectors.
              Mr. Brandt attended the La Salle School, in Caracas, and the San Jose Salesian Institute in Los Teques, also in Venezuela. He graduated from the Catholic University in 
Caracas, where he earned a degree in Mass Communications and
Journalism.
            Born in England on 26 November 1952, Mr. Brandt is married and has six children.    brandt@un.org  
JANICE S. CHAMBERS Janice is an award-winning journalist and essayist who traveled to Niger for Rotary International in March 2006. Her article on hunger in Niger, “The Mean Season,” was the cover story of the September issue of The Rotarian. She also was a producer for RVM:  The Rotarian Video Magazine’s documentary on the same subject. Chambers has worked for The Rotarian for eight years, including four as managing editor. Her work has appeared in the Chicago Sun-Times, Crain’s Chicago Business, the Los Angeles Times, and other publications. She has previously worked as a political consultant for Chicago Mayor Richard M. Daley and as a health care reporter.  During her career, she has interviewed Howard Dean, Mikhail Gorbachev, and Harry Connick Jr., among other notable public figures, and has reported from Argentina, Belgium, Brazil, France, Malawi, South Africa, Uganda, and other countries on a wide variety of topics, specializing in international issues. She holds degrees in international relations and journalism from Michigan State University. She has studied at the University of London and completed postgraduate coursework at Northwestern University. She is a volunteer for The Cradle and is a member of the Council on Foreign Relations.   janice.chambers@rotary.org   
LUIS VICENTE GIAY Chairman of the Rotary Foundation Luis was born in Arrecifes, Argentina, is a certified public accountant who graduated from the University of Buenos Aires.  He owns an accounting firm and is a member of the board of directors of several businesses, including Giay Agropecuaria, S.A., of which he is president and chairman.

Mr. Giay is a member of the Professional Council of Economic Sciences in the Federal Capital of Buenos Aires and in Buenos Aires province.  He is also president of the Public Accountants Association of Bartolomé Mitre.  In addition, he is a consultant for the Arrecifes Chamber of Commerce and Industry, and is president of the Arrecifes branch of the Argentina Automobile Club.  He is an active member of a number of charitable and civic organizations.  He serves as national advisor to the Argentine Boy Scout Associations and assists the Taller Protegido, a local sheltered workshop for the handicapped.

Recognizing the impact of Mr. Giay’s leadership and commitment, the government of Argentina has appointed him Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of his country during his term of office.  The Intercountry Committee of the nations of Argentina and Chile has honored Mr. Giay with the Condor of Andes Award, presented annually to individuals and institutions that have worked for peaceful relations among nations in the region.  The governments of Italy, and the Dominican Republic, among others, have granted Mr. Giay their highest honors.

A Rotarian since 1961, he is a member and past president of the Rotary Club of Arrecifes.  He has served Rotary International as district governor, information institute counselor, international assembly instructor and moderator, member and chairman of numerous committees, director (1987-90; 1995-97), treasurer (1988-89), aide to the president (1990-91), Rotary Foundation trustee (1990-93 and 1998-2002), international president (1996-97) and chairman of The Rotary Foundation (2001-02).

In 1989, Mr. Giay was convener of the South American Conference for Development and in 1993 he coordinated the Presidential Salute to PolioPlus, both of which took place in Iguazú, Argentina.  He was the RI President’s Representative to the 1993 Regional Conference in Uruguay celebrating 75 years of Rotary in South America.  In June 1998, Mr. Giay was appointed by the president of Rotary International to lead a delegation to Moscow, Russia to determine how Rotary can become an essential component of Russia’s future.

As Chairman of The Rotary Foundation, Mr. Giay was dedicated to the global effort to eradicate polio.  Rotary’s PolioPlus program, launched in 1985, is an aggressive public/private partnership to assist international health agencies and governments to certify the world as polio-free. Rotary has committed more than a half-billion US dollars to the eradication effort. To date, more than two billion children have been immunized against the deadly polio- virus.

Mr. Giay is a Benefactor and Major Donor of The Rotary Foundation and is a recipient of The Rotary Foundation’s Citation for Meritorious Service and the Distinguished Service Award for his support of its educational and humanitarian programs.

Mr. Giay is married to Celia Elena Cruz, writer, composer, journalist and Rotarian.  They have four sons and two granddaughters.  All the members of the Giay family are Paul Harris Fellows of The Rotary Foundation.

HELENE-MARIE GOSSELIN A history graduate, Ms Gosselin pursued post-graduate studies in Political Science, History and Business Administration at the University of Montreal in Canada.  As Editor-in-Chief of a business monthly magazine, published by Southam Business Publications, Ms Gosselin received several national journalism awards.  She was appointed at the European Union Canadian Delegation in 1976 as Deputy Head in the Press and Information Service.

Ms Gosselin joined the United Nations in 1979.  She held several posts at UNICEF in the Information and External Relations Division at the Organization’s Headquarters in New York, as well as, in the Geneva Office for Europe in Switzerland.  She returned to New York as Assistant to the Director of the Information Division, in New York in 1985.

From 1987 to 1991, she headed the Regional Communication, Information and External Relations programme of the UNICEF Regional Office for West and Central Africa in Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire. In 1991 she was appointed Director-General of the Communications Branch at the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) in Ottawa, Canada.

Ms Gosselin joined UNESCO in 1993 as Director of the Office of Public Information at the Organization’s Headquarters in Paris, France.  In 1997 the United Nations Secretary General, Mr Kofi Annan appointed her as Commissioner General for the United Nations at the World Exposition Expo 1998 on the Oceans in Lisbon, Portugal.

Ms Gosselin was appointed Director of the UNESCO Caribbean Cluster Office in Kingston, Jamaica, in November 2001, covering 20 English and Dutch-speaking Caribbean countries.

Ms Gosselin was once again appointed by the UN Secretary-General and by UNESCO Director-General Koichiro Matsuura, in 2002 as the Commissioner General of the United Nations for Expo 2005, Aichi, Japan on the theme of Nature’s Wisdom.  gosselinh@un.org   
WARREN KAUFMAN Mr. Kaufman was born in Chicago in 1942, Warren Kaufman has resided for the past 36 years in Carmel Valley, California.  A Rotarian since May, 2001, in the Rotary Club of Carmel Valley, he serves as Club President 2006-07.  He was District 5230 GSE Chair 2003-04 and 2004-05; and, District International Chair 2005-06.  

Warren also served 2001-02 as District 5230 Group Study Exchange Team Leader to Nigeria, Africa, District 9140.  While in Nigeria on this vocational exchange, he learned that the entire nation of Nigeria had practically no refrigerated and/or screened blood.  In an effort to save lives, primarily the lives of women and children who die in childbirth, in 2003, Warren founded The Safe Blood Africa Project – and, continues to serve as Director.  He is proud to say that by the end of November, 2006, thirteen Blood Bank refrigeration units will have been installed in Nigerian hospitals; each saving over 800 lives per year (total 10,000 lives saved per year).  This ongoing project is intended to continue fighting blood born diseases like HIV and Hepatitis -- by supplying Blood Banks and promoting the safest possible use of blood and blood products until the newly created Nigerian National Blood Transfusion Service is able to assume this responsibility.  He will then move on with the Nigerian team to tackle the rest of Africa.  

Warren attended Culver Military Academy in Culver, Indiana and, the University of Chicago, Chicago, Illinois. 

Warren has worked in the construction Industry since 1960, and founded Renovations Design & Remodeling Company in 1973.  Renovations was awarded Remodeling Magazine’s Top 50 Remodeling Company’s in the USA.  Warren is also the Founding officer of Monterey County NARI Chapter (National Association of the Remodeling Industry); and, is one of only 55 Certified in the Remodeling industry in California and, a 5-year member of Business Network.

In concert with his vocation, Warren has initiated the Rotary/NARI Project at the Carmel-By-The-Sea, California High School in 2005.  This advance placement curriculum for the mechanically talented provides students with the opportunity to develop their skills and explore the possibilities of vocational and a-vocational avenues of expression. 
His personal interests include, marathons, triathlons (escape from Alcatraz etc.), motorcycle sport and track riding, mountain climbing (Mt. Kilimanjaro), skiing, backpacking, horseback riding, traveling, and spending time with family and friends.  He has three children:  Bill (44), Chris (35), Lisa (33) and. a grandson, Billy (13).   renovations@msn.com   
ROBERTO LENTON is Senior Advisor at the Earth Institute at Columbia University. From 1995 to 2000, he was Director of UNDP’s Sustainable Energy and Environment Division in New York, during which time he was UNDP’s lead person in helping to launch the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment and the Poverty and Environment Programme. He also served as Director General of the International Water Management Institute in Sri Lanka from 1987 to 1994. Earlier, he was Program Officer in the Rural Poverty and Resources program with the Ford Foundation in New Delhi and New York, and an Assistant Professor at MIT.

A citizen of Argentina with degrees from the University of Buenos Aires and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Dr. Lenton is a co-author of Applied Water Resources Systems, and of Health, Dignity and Development: What will it take? -- the final report of the UN Millennium Project Task Force on Water and Sanitation, which he co-chaired. Following the release of this report in 2005, he was appointed Chair of the Geneva-based Water Supply and Sanitation Collaborative Council. Since 2003, he has served as Chair of the Technical Committee of the Global Water Partnership.  rlenton@iri.columbia.edu   
BUNMI MAKINWA is the Director of  UNAIDS New York Office. 

Previously, he was UNAIDS representative to the African Union (AU), United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA), and also the UNAIDS Country Coordinator for Ethiopia. Just before that position, he was the Team Leader of the Intercountry Team for East and Southern Africa when he was based in Pretoria, South Africa. During several years, Bunmi Makinwa had served UNAIDS as a specialist in behavioral change and communication, when he was UNAIDS Senior Communication and Prevention Adviser in Geneva at the headquarters. 

He had worked earlier as Regional Communication Officer for Family Health International, Regional Office for Africa, and as the head of Information for World Health Organization's Africa Regional Office.

Bunmi Makinwa holds from Harvard University a Masters in Public Administration degree with specialization in International Development and Policy. He also has a Masters degree in Political Philosophy. Multilingual, he is fluent in English and French; his mother tongue is Yoruba, and he also has good knowledge of Spanish, German and several other languages.    bmakinwa@unicef.org  
MARTIN POSTMA is President of the Rotary Club of Westminster 7:10, District 5450, Colorado and is a Board Member of Socially Conscious Coffee.

By profession, Martin is the Thornton Development Authority Manager for the City of Thornton, Colorado, and has served local governments in various capacities for the past eleven years.  Martin holds a Masters in Public Administration from Drake University and currently pursues a Ph.D. in Public Policy. The service that Martin has provide through Rotary includes past District 5450 Chair of the Rotary Group Study Exchange (GSE) and Ambassador Scholar Programs. He has also led a GSE team to England as well as a Volunteer Service Team to the Socially Conscious Coffee Educate in Brazil. To further assist the Brazilian community that Socially Conscious Coffee serves, he is scheduled to travel there again in late November of this year with a team of Rotarians. The purposes of this visit will be to help establish a micro-enterprise cooperative, teach leadership and basic financial management skills, discovering options for potable water distribution, teaching elementary English, and exploring the possibility of expanding the program to provide certain medical care services. Martin was honored to be named District 5450 Rotarian of the Year for 2002 in recognition of his leadership in international projects and is currently president of the 50-member Westminster 7:10 Rotary Club.     martin.postma@cityofthornton.net   
GILLIAN SORENSEN is Senior Adviser at the United Nations Foundation. She has had a long career working with and for the UN. Since l993, she served as Special Adviser for Public Policy for Secretary-General Boutros Boutros-Ghali, then as Assistant Secretary General, head of the Office of External Relations for Secretary General Kofi Annan. She was responsible for outreach to civil society including NGO’s and worked closely with diplomats, academics, parliamentarians, religious leaders and others committed to peace, justice, development and human rights. 

She is an experienced public speaker and often represented the World Organization in this country and abroad.

Ms. Sorensen earlier served for over 12 years as New York City Commissioner for the United Nations, head of the City’s liaison office with the world’s largest diplomatic community, on appointment by Mayor Edward I. Koch. Her responsibilities related to diplomatic security and immunity, housing and education, and other cultural and business contacts between the Host City and over 30,000 diplomats.

Gillian Sorensen is a graduate of Smith College and studied at the Sorbonne. She has been a Fellow at the Kennedy School of Government (Institute of Politics) at Harvard University. She is a member of the Council on Foreign Relations and the Women’s Foreign Policy Group.  gsorensen@unfoundation.org  
DAVID SPICER  has practiced law for 26 years in Seattle most recently as a partner with Malone Galvin Spicer PS and then for past year as Law Office of Dave Spicer PS. My law practice has had an emphasis in complex civil litigation in business, real estate, construction, employment and personal injury. I have been a member of the Washington State Trial Lawyers and Washington State Bar Association and have maintained a practice over the last 20 years of handling about $50,000 a year in pro bono cases.

I have been a Rotarian for 20 years first with Lake City Rotary and then since January, 2001, with University District Rotary. I have been a past President (Lake City), club Chairs of Community Service, International Service, Vocational Service and the Rotary Foundation, and have been on District wide task forces for homelessness in the Seattle community. International service has been my greatest passion for many years. I have been involved with water projects since 1997 when I worked on a well for a small school/village in Rwanda following the civil war. Since then I have been involved as the lead on water projects (wells and spring fed, gravity flow projects) in El Salvador and several in Ethiopia. Currently I am the Co-Chair along with Ezra Teshome and Dave Weaver of a major effort to bring clean water to 19 different villages in Ethiopia and also working with another Rotary Club, Bellevue Lunch, on a second phase of water projects for 14 more villages in rural Ethiopia. Between the two projects we have raised over $500,000 to help 34 villages and about 75,000 to 80,000 people. I am working on yet another set of water projects in Ethiopia with another Rotarian to raise another $50,000. Finally, I am planning to work on yet another set of water projects in Nigeria.

My other involvements have been on the Board and past Chair for a micro-lending organization in Washington called Washington CASH, active with coaching over 20 seasons including baseball, soccer and basketball, involved with Social Justice Commission and Homelessness issues at our parish St Joseph’s Church and on many other Boards and commissions the past many years ad nauseum

I am leaving my law practice imminently to be working full-time with Agros International in Fund Development and Major Gifts. 

Agros works in Central America and buys land to hold in trust for very poor communities in El Salvador, Guatemala, Nicaragua, Honduras and Chiapas, Mexico. In addition to buying land and having the community buy it on reduced terms over 8-10 years, Agros works in partnership with the community to develop water projects for potable water and also for farm irrigation, builds health clinics and schools, engages in leadership and community training, and provides micro lending capital and opportunities to empower the communities to become economically self-sufficient. 
See www.agros.org.  

EZRA TESHOME Mr. Teshome was born and raised in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, Ezra immigrated to the United States in 1971.  After graduating from Seattle University, he joined State Farm Insurance as a claims adjuster and was promoted to Claims Superintendent.  In 1982, Ezra opened his own State Farm Insurance Agency specializing in selling all lines of insurance.





Ezra is committed to make a difference and empower people to realize their dreams.  He has served as Board member of several organizations including the African American Service (Catholic Community Service) and Hospice of Seattle and current trustee of Seattle Bio Medical Research.  He has been very active with Rotary, traveling to Mexico, Guatemala, Ethiopia and Tonga to participate in Rotary projects.  Ezra has also coordinated several trips to his home country of Ethiopia over the last 10 years with large groups from the US and Canada engaged in polio immunizations of thousands of children living in rural villages throughout Ethiopia.  Because of his remarkable effort and achievement, in 2004 Ezra was recognized as Rotarian of the Year by Rotary District 5030 (the Puget Sound area) representing 54 Rotary Clubs and over 3500 Rotarian men and women.


For his effort in fighting polio and poverty, Time Magazine has recognized him as a Global Health Hero.  He has also received a Distinguished Alumni award from Highline Community College.





In 2004-05, Ezra was also a Co-Chair, along with Rotarians Dave Spicer and Dave Weaver, in coordinating a comprehensive effort to raise awareness and significant funds for safe water in the most critical areas of Ethiopia.  Through Ezra’s efforts, over $500,000 was raised and clean water projects will be implemented in the coming years for 37 different villages benefiting over 75,000 people in rural Ethiopia.







Ezra is married and has four children and enjoys many outdoor activities such as soccer, basketball and running.     ezra.teshome.b7yu@statefarm.com   
MAGARETA WAHLSTROM
September 2004 to date:  Assistant Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Deputy Emergency Relief Coordinator.

28 December 2004 to 31 July 2005: UN Special Coordinator for Humanitarian Assistance to Tsunami- Affected Communities.

July 2002 to June 2004:  Deputy Special Representative of the Secretary General for Relief Rehabilitation and Chief of Staff in UNAMA (United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan).

1995 to 2000: Under Secretary-General for the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, Geneva.

wahlstromm@un.org  
WILFRED J. WILKINSON, President-elect Rotary International

Wilf has been a chartered accountant since 1958. He married Joan Hogan in 1953 and they have four sons. Wilf was a founding partner of Wilkinson & Company, a public accounting firm. 

Mr. Wilkinson is a past-president of the Public Accountants Council – Province of Ontario, and a past Treasurer of both the Canadian Institute of Chartered Accountants and the Institute of Chartered Accountants of Ontario. He is also a member of the Institute of Charged Accountants of Quebec and the Royal Canadian Military Institute. He was chairman of the Trenton Memorial Hospital fundraising committee, was the founding chairman of the Belleville Cheshire Home for Physically Handicapped Adults, and has served as chairman of the Board for Loyalist College and as President of the District Council of the Boy Scouts of Canada. After retiring from accountancy, Wilf was the part-time Executive Director of the Quinte Ballet School of Canada. 

A Rotarian since 1962, Mr. Wilkinson is a member and past president of the Rotary Club of Trenton, Ontario. He has served as a Rotary volunteer on a measles immunization project in India. A past Rotary Director, Vice-president of the RI Board, Trustee of the Rotary Foundation and district governor, he has also been an International Assembly discussion leader.
As a member of the International PolioPlus Committee, Mr. Wilkinson was dedicated to the global effort to eradicate polio. Rotary’s PolioPlus program, launched in 1985, is an aggressive public/private partnership to assist international health agencies and governments to certify the world as polio-free. He was a Health, Hunger and Humanity Program volunteer to India and has visited that country for Rotary on seven occasions.  He has also had Rotary assignments in Kenya, Tanzania, South Africa, Namibia and Pakistan as well as the United Kingdom, Europe, Australia and New Zealand and many parts of the United States and Canada.  He has served on numerous District and International committees as well as chairing several conferences including the 100th Anniversary Convention in Chicago.  In 1997, he participated at the National Immunization Days in Kenya and Tanzania, in 1999 in the slums of New Delhi, India and in March 2002 administered polio drops to children of Afghan refugees in Pakistan as part of the Pakistan Afghan Refugee Project of 2001-2004. 
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