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THE ROTARY PEACE SCHOLAR TALK IN LEBANON
By PDG TRF Trustee Dr. Michael Abdalla
I have been asked to talk to you today about the newest educational program of The Rotary Foundation, which holds the promise of becoming the most significant commitment the Foundation has ever made to its mission of fostering world understanding and peace. It is the Rotary Centers for International Studies in Peace and Conflict Resolution. 

The idea to have a Rotary sponsored academy that would promote world peace, goodwill and understanding has been on the minds of Rotarians for at least 25 years. At one time the Trustees of the Rotary Foundation and other senior Rotary leaders looked into founding a Rotary University. The cost of such a venture, considering all of the other programs Rotary is committed to, was prohibitive. 

Instead five years ago The Rotary Foundation partnered with eight leading universities around the world to establish the Rotary Centers for International Studies in peace and conflict resolution. Each year, Rotary will select 70 scholars to study at one of the seven Rotary Centers worldwide. The selected Rotary World Peace Scholars will begin a two-year master's-level degree program in conflict resolution, peace studies, and international relations. The inaugural Rotary Centers program took place during the 2002-03 academic year (2003 academic year in the Southern Hemisphere).

And so the Rotary Centers for International Studies is now the major educational priority of Rotary International in achieving the Rotary Foundation’s mission for world understanding and peace in the new millennium.

This program provides Rotary with the opportunity to make a significant impact on the world through creating 70 international leaders, every year, dedicated to world peace and infusing Rotary’s philosophy into their policies and decisions. 

Former Indian prime minister Jawaharlal Nehru once said: 

“Peace is not a relationship of nations.  It is a condition of mind brought about by a serenity of soul. Peace is not merely the absence of war. It is also a state of mind. Lasting peace can come only to peaceful people.”

The candidate selection criteria is as follows:

· RWPS have already earned a bachelor’s degree or equivalent before starting their scholarship.

· RWPS have significant, relevant work experience in the areas of conflict resolution, mediation, diplomacy, international relations, and similar fields.

· RWPS demonstrate a commitment to a career dedicated to peace and conflict resolution following their scholarship.

The Rotary Centers have three objectives

First--To support and advance research, teaching, publication and knowledge on issues of peace, goodwill, causes of conflict and world understanding

Second--To provide graduate study opportunities to Rotary World Peace Scholars in order to advance knowledge and world understanding among future world leaders

And third--To help TRF and the member clubs of RI increase their effectiveness in promoting tolerance and cooperation among peoples around the world

The program at each university has the following Program Components

· Core Courses – courses that all the Rotary World Peace Scholars at each university take to provide a common foundation of knowledge.

· Courses and research to support a scholar’s area of interest or specialization – as determined by the scholar and their academic advisor(s).

· Annual Seminar – a yearly event at each Rotary Center through which Rotary World Peace Scholars share their academic work and research; envisioned to promote engaging discussion of issues related to peace, conflict resolution, international relations, etc.

· Applied Field Experience – an internship or field research that supports the scholar’s academic studies by providing relevant practical experience.  

The Rotary Centers are located at the following Universities. 

***International Christian University – Tokyo, Japan

***University of Queensland – Brisbane, Australia

***Institut d’Etudes Politiques de Paris – Paris, France

***University of Bradford – West Yorkshire, England

***Duke University & University of North Carolina – Chapel Hill, North Carolina, USA

***University of California – Berkeley, California, USA

***Universidad del Salvador – Buenos Aires, Argentina
How are the Scholarships and Centers funded?

· From financial contributions made to The Rotary Foundation by Rotarians throughout the world.

· Each Rotary district has District Designated Funds (DDF) that they use to support and participate in Rotary Foundation Programs of their choice, including Rotary World Peace Scholarships, Ambassadorial Scholarships, Group Study Exchange, Matching Grants, and others.

The amount of DDF available to a district is determined by the amount of contributions made to TRF by Rotarians in that district.

· Funding the Rotary World Peace Scholarships is a global effort, with districts worldwide contributing their DDF to a “pool” of funds that supports the scholarships. 

· A district’s decision to commit DDF to Rotary World Peace Scholarships therefore reflects their strong belief in the program, regardless of whether their candidate is selected for a scholarship.

There have also been individuals who have underwritten the cost of a Rotary World Peace Scholar in perpetuity by making a contribution to The Permanent Fund of the Rotary Foundation of $500,000 or a Million dollars, with the interest designated to support a Rotary World Peace Scholar every other year or every year., The scholarship bears the name of the donor.

 But because Rotary World Peace Scholarships are offered on a world-competitive basis, scholar selection is made independently of any financial contributions made to the program by the sponsor Rotary district. 

How are Rotary World Peace Scholars selected?

· All districts may nominate one candidate each year. The scholarships are for $25,000 per year, the same as the Ambassadorial scholarships but for two years, and leading to a Masters Degree. As with candidates for the Ambassadorial Scholarships we will be looking to the Rotarians in every Rotary Club in the world to seek out and nominate candidates in their districts.

· The Rotary Centers program is intended for individuals who have chosen a career in international relations, peace and conflict resolution and who already have experience in these areas. For example, individuals active in journalism, civil service, non-governmental organizations, diplomacy, mediation work, and the military may be strong candidates. In general The Rotary Foundation does not recommend application to the Rotary World Peace Scholarship program immediately following the completion of an undergraduate degree.

Selection is in the form of a worldwide competition.

· The Rotary Centers Committee reviews and discusses all Rotary World Peace Scholarship applications submitted for international competition.  

· The Committee, appointed by The Rotary Foundation Chairman, includes senior Rotarians and a representative from each of the Rotary Centers University Partners.  

· Scholars are selected by the committee and approved by The Rotary Foundation Trustees.

· The Rotary Foundation staff supports the work of the committee but does not make scholar selection decisions.

What criteria does the committee consider when selecting a Rotary World Peace Scholar?

· Interest in and dedication to peace and international understanding 

· Leadership skills and the potential to be an effective leader in their chosen profession

· Full-time work experience relevant to the Rotary Centers mission

· Educational background and prior academic performance

· Proficiency in a non-native language

· Future professional and personal goals 

The Rotary World Peace Scholars' carry out applied field experience along with  their studies.

Scholars pursue internships, field research and other activities that aid in their professional development.  Past projects included:

·  Intern, UN Development Program, Azerbaijan

·  Intern, The Carter Center, USA

·  Intern, UNESCO International Conflict Resolution Center

·  Legal Research intern, UN War Crimes Tribunal for Rwanda, Tanzania

·  Intern, UN High Commissioner for Refugees

Your can read about the scholars’ individual Applied Field Experiences online  at: www.rotary.org and follow the links to TRF  educational programs and then the Peace Scholarship Program.

Some of the Scholars who are finishing their degrees are already making a difference in the world community as illustrated by the following examples.
·  Richard Gee – Advisor for Out of Country Voter Registration Program  for Afghan Refugees based in Islamabad, Pakistan

·  Nagarjun Devaraj -  Assistant sessions judge, in Andhra Pradesh Judicial Services in India.

·  Tania Miletic –Who is working for the Alliance for Conflict Transformation in Cambodia

·  Patricia Hewitson – Who will be working at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade in Australia beginning January 2005.

You can learn how all RWPS alumni are doing online at: www.rotary.org and follow the links to TRF educational programs, peace scholars and then alumni. 

From this brief presentation, you can see why the Rotary Centers for International Studies is now the major educational priority of Rotary International in achieving the Rotary Foundation’s mission for world understanding and peace in the new millennium. In ten years we will have 700 international leaders like Richard, Nagarjun, Tania, and Patricia dedicated to world peace and infusing Rotary’s philosophy in to their policies and decisions. Through their efforts they will help to implement:

food security where there is hunger, 

sustainable economic development where there is poverty.

conservation where there is environmental degradation, 

health care where there is disease, 

education where there is illiteracy, 

understanding where there is disharmony, 

and mediation, conflict resolution, and peace where there is war, 

I would like to close with a quotation from Chester A. Crocker, Former U.S. Assistant “Secretary of State for African Affairs who said:

"You can't really deal with famine, the HIV/AIDS pandemic, women's empowerment, economic development, or democracy, if you don't have peace."

Thank you and may Allah give you peace.
Beirut, Lebanon - UN House – ESCWA – November 26, 2004.
