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On behalf of Rotary International, I would like to thank the UN ESCWA for giving me the opportunity to speak today.  As a Past District Governor of Rotary in 2450, I had the opportunity to expand Rotary’s local partnerships with other international agencies and increased awareness within the Rotary community of the importance of establishing partnerships with other organizations with similar goals to Rotary.  It therefore gives me great pleasure to be here with our current and possibly future partners in improving the lives for all people in the world.  

I will first provide you with information about Rotary, then discuss Rotary’s flagship endeavor, polio eradication, as a best practices example, and finally I will explain how other organizations may begin the process of collaborating with Rotary.

I. Introduction of Rotary
A. Rotary is an organization of business and professional leaders united worldwide who provide humanitarian service, encourage high ethical standards in all vocations, and help build goodwill and peace in the world. In 164 countries worldwide, approximately 1.2 million Rotarians belong to more than 30,000 Rotary clubs.   The main objective of Rotary is service — in the community, in the workplace, and throughout the world. Rotary members develop community service projects that address many of today's most critical issues, such as children at risk, poverty and hunger, the environment, illiteracy, and violence. They also support programs for youth, educational opportunities and international exchanges for students, teachers, and other professionals, and vocational and career development. 
B. The Rotary Foundation of Rotary International is a not-for-profit corporation that promotes world understanding through international humanitarian service programs and educational and cultural exchanges. It is supported solely by voluntary contributions from Rotary members and others who share its vision of a better world. Since 1947, the Foundation has awarded more than US$1.1 billion in humanitarian and educational grants, which are initiated and administered by local Rotary clubs and districts. 

II. The PolioPlus Story

A. For the past two decades, Rotary has served as the volunteer arm and lead private sector contributor in a global effort to eliminate polio worldwide.  Polio is a highly infectious, yet vaccine-preventable disease that can cause paralysis in children.  

B. Each region of the world has been steadily declared free from polio.  For example, in 1994, the Americas were declared free from polio.  Rotary, in partnership with Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), contributed countless volunteer hours to the national immunization programs in 27 countries in South and Central America and the Caribbean. 
C. Rotary International is working in conjunction with its major partners the World Health Organization, UNICEF, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and governments around the world to eliminate polio by 2005.  This global partnership, referred to as the Global Polio Eradication Initiative, is effective because it combines medical expertise (with the World Health Organization and the CDC) with the financial and volunteer support of Rotary and UNICEF.  To date, Rotary has committed more than US$500 million to end polio worldwide.

D. The Global Polio Eradication Initiative is an example of how major agencies can collaborate for the common good of all people.  Once endemic in countries throughout the world, today polio remains in less than 10 countries, mainly in Africa and Asia.  And once eradicated, polio will be the second disease eliminated from the world after smallpox.

III. Rotary and the UN System

A. Today, there are a growing number of local projects implemented in collaboration with the UN system. Working with UNAIDS, Rotary clubs promote AIDS awareness and prevention. Venezuelan Rotary clubs are working with Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) field staff to increase vegetable and poultry production. Nigerian Rotary clubs are working with the UN Population Fund (UNFPA) to expand a maternal education and child spacing program, while in Poland, the UN Development Program (UNDP) helped the Rotary clubs of Warsaw and Duluth, Minnesota, USA, create a joint business internship program.
B. UN agencies highlight Rotary projects as best practice examples during events and in publications. Both the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs and the UN Center for Human Settlements commended a sanitation and public health initiative developed by Rotary clubs in Ecuador. Examples of Rotary's work for literacy was presented to the African Ministers of Education in Durban, South Africa in 1998, and at UNESCO regional conferences in Dakar, Senegal, and Melbourne, Australia. In 1999, a half dozen UN agency field officers attended an RI conference in Kampala, Uganda.

C. Currently, RI Representatives are appointed to:


· United Nations/New York, Geneva, Vienna

· UN Centers for Human Settlement

· UNESCO

· UN Food and Agriculture Organization & World


Food Program

· Organization of African Unity


· World Bank

· UN Environment Program


· Organization of American States

· Pan-American Health Organization

Council of Europe
IV. How to Partner with Rotary

A. The polio eradication program is only one example of the best practices in interagency collaboration.  Although the example I gave is on Rotary’s international level, the best method to begin working with Rotary is through the local Rotary clubs.  Present in 164 countries around the world, Rotary clubs are working in your community to help better the lives for everyone.  All effective collaboration with Rotary must begin on the local level.  Rotary clubs are autonomous and determine their own projects based on the needs of their local communities.  Polio eradication is the only program that all Rotary clubs participate.

B. Rotary clubs meet weekly to share information with members and to decide which projects the club plans to initiate or support.  Some examples of how to initiate a project with Rotary include:

1. Inviting club members to visit a project site or the local office of your organization.

2. Offering to give a presentation at a Rotary club meeting.

3. Inviting club members to address your organization

4. Providing informational material for club members and/or prepare an article for the club bulletin.

C. At times, Rotary International does establish partnerships with organizations at the international level.  The organizations must have mutually shared goals and enhance Rotary’s service to communities.  To find out more about partnership in the international level, you may contact Rotary’s headquarters.

V. Conclusion

A. Rotary International looks forward to continuing partnerships with other organizations on the local, regional, national and international level.  I invite you now to consider Rotary clubs as a potential partner for your organization’s future goals.

B. Thank you for this opportunity for Rotary to participate in this wonderful event.  I look forward to working with all of you in the future.
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