Robert Watkins:  Canada
Assignment in Lebanon:  UN Deputy Special Coordinator, UN Resident Coordinator and UNDP Resident Representative in Lebanon,  on 1 February.

Previous assignments:  Significant experience in managing complex humanitarian emergencies and post-conflict recovery  programmes.   Most recently, he served as Deputy Special Representative of the Secretary-General, UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator and UNDP Resident Representative in Afghanistan.   Prior to that, he was UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator and UNDP Resident Representative in Georgia.

Earlier in his career, he served as Head of the European Commission Humanitarian Aid (ECHO) Regional Office for the Middle East in Jordan, and as head of the ECHO Regional Office for the Caribbean in the Dominican Republic.  He also served as Head of Sub-Delegation of the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) in Turkey and as Head of Delegation of the IFRC in Iraq.    He also worked for the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement in Geneva and Ottawa, and as a consultant for the Pan American Health Organization in Washington.  

Mr. Watkins holds a Master of Arts degree in international relations from the Carleton University School of International Affairs and a Bachelor of Arts in history from the University of Toronto.

Born in Canada in 1955, Mr. Watkins is married and has three children.

