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... Polio has NO home in Lebanon!



Introduction

On October 14", 2014, The Ministry of Public Health of Lebanon, represented by Minister Wael Abou
Faour, in collaboration with UNICEF and the World Health Organization (WHO), launched a national
immunization campaign to combat polio® in Lebanon. Following the resurgence of polio in the Middle
East with the discovery of new cases in Syria in October 2013 and Iraq in 2014, an anti-polio campaign
was launched in several countries in the Middle East including Lebanon, where Lebanon had become
“extremely susceptible” to a polio outbreak, according to the Minister.

The campaign intended to target 570,468 children in all governorates of Lebanon, including Syrian
children and children from other nationalities living in Lebanon (e.g. Palestinian, Iragi). The first phase
lasted from October 14 to October 21*, 2014 and the second lasted from November 15" to 21%, 2014.
Vaccinations were given for free to all children.

Figure 1: Minister of Public Health of Lebanon, Mr. Wael About Faour, at launch of National Polio Campaign

' Poliois a highly infectious disease caused by a virus. It invades the nervous system, and can cause total paralysis
in a matter of hours. The virus is transmitted by person-to-person spread mainly through the faecal-oral route or,
less frequently, by a common vehicle (e.g. contaminated water or food) and multiplies in the intestine. Initial
symptoms are fever, fatigue, headache, vomiting, stiffness in the neck and pain in the limbs. One in 200 infections
leads to irreversible paralysis (usually in the legs). Among those paralyzed, 5% to 10% die when their breathing
muscles become immobilized. The disease is entirely preventable by vaccination to children aged 1 day to 5 years.



Rotary’s contribution to polio eradication globally

Rotary launched its PolioPlus program in 1985 and became in 1988 one of the spearheads of the Global
Initiative for the polio eradication with WHO, UNICEF and the US Centre for Disease Control. Since then,
the number of cases of polio in the world has decreased by more than 99%.

In July 2014, Rotary announced that it will give an additional S 43.6 USD million to fund immunization
activities, monitoring and research carried out by the Global Polio Eradication Initiative to end the
disease by 2018. Part of this sum, 15.1 million USD, will fund eradication efforts in the Eastern
Mediterranean region.

The work of Rotary focuses on advocacy, fundraising, volunteer mobilization and awareness of the
public. Rotarians have thus allocated more than $ 1.2 billion SUSD and devoted countless volunteer
hours to combat polio.

Rotary’s contribution to polio
eradication in Lebanon

Rotary joined the National Polio Immunization
Campaign through a contribution of volunteers
on ‘recreational days’ during the campaign, and
medical doctors to vaccinate the children. The
idea was for Rotarians and RotarActors to join
UNICEF and WHO in the immunization days in
several locations of Lebanon (Tripoli, Miniyeh

Danniyeh, Mizira, Bebnine, Baalbek, Beirut,

Saida, and Iklim el Kharoub) and give out gifts Figure 2: Rotary International Representative to the United
X . . Jazzar vaccinating children in North Lebanon

the vaccine. In two locations (Miziara, and
Saida), Rotarians Dr. Michel Jazzar, Rotary
International Representative to the United Nations (ESCWA) and District 2452 Polio Chairman, and Dr.
Badreddine Ghazzaoui, Chairman of Lebanon Rotary PolioPlus Country Committee for 2014-2015, both
medical doctors, administered the vaccinations themselves, as only medical staff are entitled to
administer the vaccines on the children. In addition to this, Rotary supported the campaign with raising

awareness, by sending press releases to newspapers, and using social media.

Figure 3: Chairman of Lebanon
Rotary PolioPlus Country
Committee, 2014-2015, Dr.
Badreddine Ghazzaoui




To coordinate Rotary’s engagement with UNICEF, WHO, and the Ministry of Public Health of Lebanon,
and its overall support to the national campaign,
the District Governor for district 2452 in 2014-
2015, Mr. Khalil Al Sharif [Bahrain], appointed a
committee of Rotarians from all governorates of
Lebanon. The committee set for itself the
strategy to:

e Coordinate with UNICEF and Ministry of
Public Health to receive information and
disseminate it within the Rotary and
Rotaract circles;

e Secure the funds to buy the supplies of

the goody bags; Figure 4: RotarActor Nader Houella and fellow RotarActors in
e Buy all contents of the goody bags; Beirut vaccination event.
e Promote the campaign through the use

of bibs, banners and electronic media.

In addition to this, an Advisory Committee was established, whose main task was to coordinate the work
of the Rotary Committee in Lebanon and liaise between the polio campaign in the district and the zone,
and ensure alignment with the directives of Rotary International.

Below is the list of Rotarians/RotarActors who took a leadership role in the Rotary PolioPlus Committee
for 2014-2015:

Rotary Club Name of Ratarian/RotarActor

Beirut Cedars Dr. Badreddine Ghazzaoui, Chairman of
Lebanon Rotary PolioPlus Country
Committee, 2014-2015

Beirut Mr. Nabil Kronfol

Tripoli Ms. Oula Ahdab

Kesrouan Mr. Antoine Salame

Tripoli Maarad Mr. Bachir Zaouk

Beirut Center Ms. Souha Labban Khatib

Tripoli Cosmopolis Mr. Georges Azar

Rotaract Clubs Mr. Nader Houella

Members of the PolioPlus Advisory Lebanon Committee 2014-2015 are:

e PDG Farid Gebran, EPN Zone 20B Coordinator

e PP Joseph Rachkidi, EMR Chair 2014-2015 [Lebanon]
e PP May Monla Chemaytelly, DDG

e PP Michel Jazzar, District 2452 Polio Chairman



It is also important to mention that
for the first time ever, Rotary got

such a visibility in the polio
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doctors during the campaign, and
flyers given out to parents in clinics
and vaccination events.

Figure 5: Promotional material in Shhim, Iklim area.

Results achieved in the national campaign

Results of the October part of the campaign® revealed that the percent of target achieved during the
Polio Immunization Campaign in October 2014 is at 90%, the proportion of non-Lebanese (Syrians
&others) among the total vaccinated children is at 48%. In addition to this, more than 300 physicians
from across Lebanon participated in this campaign, and they vaccinated 30,000 children so the total
percentage reached, out of the target, is 96%. This represents an immense success for the Ministry of
Public Health, UNICEF, WHO and Rotary.

Below is the schedule of events in which Rotarians from across the country organized the recreational
days to support the National Immunization Campaign in October and November 2014:

Town Date of vaccination day Location
Tripoli 15th of October Rachid Karame Fair
Miniyeh Danniyeh | 16th of October Primary School of Deir Aamar
Bebnine 17th of October Municipality of Bebnine
Miziara 22nd and 24th of October Kids nursery and public school
Baalbek 20th of October Ras El Ain place
Beirut 17th November Sporting Club (Nadi Riadi, near Hammam Askari)
Saida 19th of November Municipality of Saida
Iklim el Kharoub 20th of November Shhim Cultural Centre

2 As of the writing of this report (December 2014), the national campaign’s November results were still not
available. Still, the October results are very indicative of the success achieved in this campaign, which stands at
96% of targeted children.




Achievements by region in
Lebanon

North Lebanon

Recreational days took place in Tripoli, Mina,
Bebnin and Miziara. The political and security
situation did not allow our Rotarian fellows
to go to Mina and Bebnin, so they
participated only in the Tripoli campaign on
October 15““, 2014. During the recreational
day, there was a comedy show for the
children (organized by UNICEF), and then the
vaccinations took place. More than 500 children were vaccinated. Rotarians raised awareness,
contacted NGOs, some schools, and the municipality.

Figure 6: Rotarians in Tripoli, north Lebanon.

In Miziara, Dr. Michel Jazzar, Rotary International Representative to the United Nations (ESCWA) and
District 2452 Polio Chairman, vaccinated children along with the Caza Medical Chief in a kids’ nursery
and a public school on October 22" and 24™ 2014.

2E Michel P. JAZZAR-DDS £X  +2 Follow

Where are we in the fight to end polio? How
can we make history together? Take
action,Miziara,Lebanon.#WorldPolioDay

Michel P. JAZZAR-DDS ¥ -2 Follow
How a Rotarian spent 24th October world
polio day @RCBeirutCedars @rotary
@therotarian @EndPolioNow #RotaryDay
Q Lebanor

Figure 7: Campaign promotions on Twitter by Dr.
Michel Jazzar




East Lebanon

Due to the security situation in Baalbeck,
Rotarians were able to participate in the
campaign only in Zahle, on October 20",
2014. Participation in the recreation day was
modest, because the vaccinations were
mostly done in public schools, and in private
clinics and in dispensaries. Rotarians
contacted the municipality there (Maha
Kassouf is a member of the municipality and
member of the Rotary Club also). To organize
the recreation day, Rotarians contacted the
municipality and the health authorities in

Zahle to organize the recreation day and the

campaign as a whole.

Mount Lebanon

In Ikleem (Shhim), Rotarian posted campaign
promotional materials on main roads in
Shhim. The vaccinations were done in the
Cultural Auditorium on November 20", 2014,
in addition to a puppet show. The vaccination
being the responsibility of WHO and UNICEF,
Rotarians offered gifts to the children

(coloring books and pens with Rotary logos
and bags of snacks and juice).

Figure 8: Rotarians in Shhim, Iklim area, on vaccination day.

Schools from the area brought the children according to a set schedule, every hour children left and
others came. About 1,300 children were brought to be vaccinated on that day.

Beirut

In Beirut, the campaign was held in the Sporting Club (Nadi Riyadi) on November 17", 2014. Children
from different schools with their teachers gathered to receive the polio vaccine. Rotary distributed

coloring books and coloring crayons with the Rotary logo, and snacks in a bag (juice, cookies, and

candies) to over 180 children present.



The event gathered up to 200 school students from various private schools in Lebanon. It was a
recreational event which aimed to raise awareness on the polio disease in Lebanon while at the same
time provide a number of students with
needed vaccinations.

At first, the students were divided into
groups of 20, and each group had a
facilitator who provided entertainment in
the form of songs and games. Afterwards,
students were given vaccinations from
doctors present. During that time,
members of the Rotary and Rotaract family
were preparing the goody bags for the
students. The bags contained: a stationary

set and a combination of juice, sweets and

chocolate. Figure 10: Children in Beirut being vaccinated.

South Lebanon

In South Lebanon, vaccinations were done in the city of Saida.
On the 15th of November, vaccinations were organised in 4
hospitals in Saida: Rai Hospital, Dallaa Hospital, Kassab Hospital,
and the governmental hospital, and the recreation day took
place on the 19™ of November in the Municipality of Saida.

Rotarians contacted pediatricians in those hospitals reminding
them about the importance of vaccination against polio.

Figure 11: Dr. Badreddine Ghazzaoui with Mr. Ali Jalaleddine, member of the polio committee of Rotary
children on vaccination day. Club Beirut Cedars, and volunteer in the PolioPlus Committee,
and PP Badreddine Ghazzaoui contacted the President of the
municipality Mr. Mohamad Saoudi, Chairman of the Health Department of South Lebanon, Dr. Hassan
Alawiyyeh, and Caza medical doctor, Dr. Bilal Abdallah, and the Governor of South Lebanon, Mr.
Mansour Daou. They arranged the recreation day which happened in Saida and shared with them all the
brochures and fliers, which they also distributed in dispensaries, banks, and major businesses in town.

The recreation day in Saida on November 19" was held in Municipality of Saida. Rotary contacted the
Chair of the School Network in Saida, Mr. Nabeel Bawwab, who gathered 500 children in the
municipality. There was a comedy show for the children, done by UNICEF. Present was UNICEF
representative Mr. Zahra Noureddine, WHO representative Ms. Ramziyyeh Sabbah, and the Ministry of
Public Health representative Ms. Sabah Mansour. Dr. Ghazzaoui (Chairman of Lebanon Rotary PolioPlus
Country Committee, 2014-2015) vaccinated 300 kids, and gave them gifts. The campaign in Saida was a



great success. The second day another 200 kids were vaccinated, and another 200 were vaccinated on
the 3" day. In addition to this, four NGOs vaccinated kids in community organizations (such as Moasaat
organization) and some children were vaccinated in private clinics in South Lebanon.

Word of thanks

Rotary’s participation in Lebanon’s National Polio Immunization Campaign is a perfect example of how
Rotary supports national efforts to preserve the health and wellbeing of our children, and how Rotary is
an active player in our communities.

A million thanks are first and foremost to the Ministry of Public Health and UNICEF and WHO, for their
superb collaboration with us and to Dr. Joseph Rashkidi, EMR Chair 2014-2015 and Dr. Michel Jazzar,
District 2452 Polio Chairman for their continuous support.

Thanks are also due to past District Governor Mr. Farid Gebran, EPN Zone 20B
Coordinator.

Also thank you so much to the Polio Committee of Rotary Club Beirut Cedars,
Mr. Roni Farra, Ms. Rima Khalaf, and Mr. Ali Jalaleddine and to the whole club
of Beirut Cedars. Also thanks to all Rotary clubs in Lebanon who took part in

the polio campaign, especially RotarActors and volunteers, and the medical doctors who actively
participated in our work.

Also thanks so much to members of the PolioPlus Country Committee for 2014-2015: Mr. Nabil Kronfol,
Ms. Oula Ahdab, Mr. Antoine Salame, Mr. Bachir Zaouk, Ms. Souha Labban Khatib, Mr. Georges Azar,
and Mr. Nader Houella.

Also thanks to municipalities in Lebanon, health departments in the regions, and governors for their
support, and to the media (newspapers, social media, etc) who helped us promote the campaign, for the
benefit of the children in Lebanon.

Much gratitude goes to the District 2452 Governor Mr. Khalil Al Sharif for his trust in our leadership, and
we hope that the responsibility entrusted to us has raised the name of Rotary in Lebanon even further.
In our eyes, the greatest achievement of Rotary’s contribution to this campaign is in the great and very
positive participation by the population in Lebanon, whether Lebanese or non-Lebanese, and also the
fact that every volunteer, medical doctor and staff has carried the name of Rotary on their bip, flyer and
banner. This was a great accomplishment which we are all proud of.

Dr. Badreddine Ghazzaoui, Chairman of Lebanon
Rotary PolioPlus Country Committee, 2014-2015

December 2014
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Annex 1 - Polio: who’s who for RY 2014-2015?

Polio: who’s who for RY 2014-2015

*Rotary seniors

District Governor

Khalil Al Sharif

Vice District Governor
Nijad Al Atassi

DRFC 2013-2016

Usama Barghouti

Polio District 2452 SC Chair

Michel P. Jazzar

District 2452

Polio District Committee members

Armenia: Grigor Melkonyan, Seyran
Martirosyan

Bahrain: Khalil Al Obaidat, Raed AlSamahiji
Cyprus: John Strongylos

Georgia: Giorgi Arsenidze, Irakli Maghlaperidze
Lebanon: Bachir Zaouk

Jordan: NA —c/o TRF country chair

Palestine: NA—c/o TRF country chair

Sudan: NA—c/o TRF country chair

United Arab Emirates: NA—c/o TRF country chair

Country Chairpersons

Polio Lebanon Chair: Bader Ghazawi
Polio Georgia Chair: Nino Enukidze
Polio Bahrain Chair: Khalil Al Obaidat

Polio Cyprus Chair: Christina Covotsou-
Patroclou

Polio Sudan Chair: Sohaib EIBadawi

Polio UAE Chair: Nabil Mitry

Polio Jordan Chair: NA -c/o TRF country chair
Polio Palestine Chair: NA -c/o TRF country chair

Polio Armenia Chair: NA -c/o TRF country chair
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Zone 20B - Coordinators

RRFC Zone 20B RI Public Image Coordinator Zone 20B
PDG Usama Barghouti PDG Gunes Ertas

EPN Zone 20B Coordinator RI Coordinator Zone 20B

PDG Farid Gebran PDG Doros Jeropoulos

Polio Regional Eastern Mediterranean

EMR Chair 2014-2015 [Lebanon] EMR Chair 2014-2015 [Jordan]

PP Joseph Rachkidi PDG Usama Barghouti

*PolioPlus International committee

TRF Trustees Chair 2014-15
RIPP John KENNY

International P+ Committee-IPPC- Chair
PRID/TRFT Michael McGovern

*Rotary International staff

Carol PANDAK — Dr. /Mrs.
PolioPlus Program Director
Carol.pandak@rotary.org

Senior Coordinator
Amy YOUNG
Amy.young@rotary.org
+1.847.866.3255

Kris TSAU
Kris.tsau@rotary.org

Veronica GONZALEZ
Business Process Supervisor | PolioPlus
Veronica.Gonzalez@rotary.org
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Annex 2 - Directives to Rotarians physicians

It is known that Rotary in Lebanon through Rotary, Rotaract and Interact clubs and Inner wheel Clubs as
well would be also helping us in terms of the National Polio Campaign 2014, our support as Rotarians
physicians [doctors] is highly needed in the following:

1- To ask all Rotarian physicians to support the campaign that will take place from 15 to 21 Oct and 15 to
21 Nov. 2014 all over the Lebanese territories.

2- To kindly ask all Rotarian physicians to comply to the said campaign by vaccinating through their
clinics all targeted children with OPV.

| urge all our physicians and Rotarians to receive the said vaccine directly from MOPH central drug
warehouse and distribute it in to all pertinent physicians who will give to Rotary polio committee
Lebanon back the results to be integrated within the Polio campaign report.

Thank you for your support,

13 october 2014

S b

74

WAl 1<

Dr Badreddine Ghazzaoui

Chairman of Rotary PolioPlus Lebanon 2014-2015
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Annex 3 - To Rotarians physicians and pediatricians

In particular at this time the role of private and public service physicians is important and nowhere more
vitally than in Lebanon. The role of physicians in Lebanon and the Region is important in:

1.  AFP Surveillance

a.  Rapid reporting of all AFP cases (acute flaccid paralysis ,not just "suspected polio")
b. Cooperation with MoPH in investigation and laboratory sampling

c.  Encouraging parents of AFP cases to cooperate with investigation and follow up

2. Supplementary Immunization Activities

a.  Partnership with MoPH in advocating for all children to be vaccinated with OPV regardless of
vaccination history (OPV +/- IPV)

b.  Active participation in the campaigns
3. Routine Immunization Services

a.  Partnership with MoPH on implementing agreed routine immunization schedules (e.g. sequential
IPV/OPV in the case of Lebanon)

b.  Advocacy with patients and the community for high routine polio coverage as the best defense
against polio for the individual and the community

13 october 2014

Dr Badreddine Ghazzaoui

Chairman of Rotary Polio Plus Committee 2014-2015
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Annex 4 — Announcement from Zahle Municipality about the campaign
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Annex 5 — Playing a part in the fight

December 22, 2014
PLAYING A PART IN THE FIGHT: Rotary member Nora Haddad

Rotary member Nora Haddad assists with a National Immunization Day in Lebanon.

Though Syria had been polio-free since 1999, an outbreak was identified in October 2013. It is believed
that the virus was imported to Syria from Pakistan as a result of the influx of foreigners from Pakistan
and the chaos in Syria due to the ongoing war.

Large immunization efforts were conducted out of fear that the virus would spread to the Middle East.
With approximately 1.5 million Syrian and Iraqi refugees, a weak health care system, lack of clean water
and proper sewage systems in refugee settlements, Lebanon is most at risk to the threat of polio.

The Polio-Lebanon committee, established in October 2013 and chaired by Dr. Joseph Rachkidi and Dr.
Bader Ghazzawi, was involved in National Immunization Days in 2014. As a member of the Rotary Club
of Beirut Cosmopolitan, | was happy to volunteer alongside members from the Rotaract club of Beirut,
the Rotaract club of Metn, UNICEF, WHO and MOPH (Ministry of Public Health) in the Beirut campaign.

During the Beirut campaign | took part in a very successful National Polio Immunization Campaign at the
Sporting club in Manara on November 17. Over 130 children under the age of five, from three Beirut
schools were immunized by health specialists. Nader Houwalla from Rotaract of Beirut, a member of the
Polio-Lebanon committee, coordinated the event with Rindala Berro from UNICEF.

17



We provided coloring books, crayons, and goody bags provided by Rotary Lebanon thanks to a grant
from the Polio Plus program partners. The Rotary Clubs of Lebanon provided snacks and refreshments
for the children. While children were receiving the vaccinations, the others had their faces painted,
watched skits, or played games.

It was rewarding to see that that the children and teachers alike were so happily surprised by all of the
gifts and entertainment provided. All | needed was to see the smiles on the children’s faces after they
received the two drops of the vaccine.

All of the volunteers had a wonderful experience, which was reinforced when we received a very warm
note expressing gratitude from the school’s principal. | walked away from the experience feeling as
though we were like a big family; | am really looking forward to the second round of immunizations in
April.
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Annex 6 - Media resources

Article in SaidaCity.net on October 15" 2014:
http://www.saidacity.net/ NewsPaper.php?NewsPaperID=1668458&Action=Details

Article in SaidaCity.net on November 22" 2014:

http://www.saidacity.net/ NewsPaper.php?NewsPaperID=170128&Action=Details

Clip of children before puppets show during vaccination day in Saida (south Lebanon):
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tfns EyxXE4

Clip of children getting vaccinated in Saida (south Lebanon) in Municipality of Saida:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g71J00SU yU

Clip (in English) explaining the polio campaign:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wTt25uhp10M

Interview (in Arabic) with representatives of WHO, MOPH, and UNICEF in Saida (south Lebanon)
vaccination day:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ab8227zMgBs

Interview (in Arabic) with Director General of Rai Hospital in Saida (south Lebanon) regarding the polio
campaign:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=van8ejPO1Lw

Interview (in English) with representatives of WHO, MOPH, and UNICEF in Saida (south Lebanon)
vaccination day: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=17L63u19thQ

Slideshow, vaccination day at Municipality of Saida (south Lebanon):

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mmPZ 7V8QLlg

Interview (in Arabic) with Mr. Nabil Bawwab, President of the School Network in Saida (south Lebanon)
and UNICEF representative Ms. Zahra Noureddine: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7UraQV-eSs0
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Annex 7 — Additional Pictures

Figure 12: Official
promotional material

used in campaign
throughout Lebanon.
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Figure 13: Dr. Badreddine
Ghazzaoui with Dr. Hassan
Alawiyye, Chairman of Health
Department of South
Lebanon, and Ms. Zahra
Noureddine, UNICEF.

Figure 14: Mr. Nader Houelle, RotarActor
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Figure 155: In Miziara, with Dr. Michel Jazzar
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Figure 17: Dr. Badreddine Ghazzaoui with representatives from WHO and UNICEF involved in the campaign.
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