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Rotary and Peace.

Rotary is committed to building peace and international understanding through its network of 1.3 million community volunteers in more than 200 countries and geographical areas. Rotary club members initiate humanitarian projects both locally and internationally to address the underlying causes of conflict including illiteracy, disease, hunger, poverty, lack of clean water, and environmental concerns.
Rotary has partnered with eight leading universities around the globe to develop the Rotary Centers for International Studies in peace and conflict resolution. Each year, Rotary awards up to 50 fellowships for a master’s degree and up to 50 fellowships for a professional development certificate [Thailand only] through a program aimed at equipping the next generation of global and community leaders with skills needed to reduce the threat of war and violence in the world. The six Rotary Centers based at leading universities in six countries include: International Christian University, Japan; Uppsala University, Sweden; University of Bradford, United Kingdom; University of Queensland, Australia; Duke University and University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, N.C., and Chulalongkorn University, Thailand.
 

Rotary Centers’ alumni work in a range of areas, from grassroots and local non-governmental organizations to consulting firms, national governments, military, and police, to bilateral and international organizations.  Alumni are currently employed with, for example, the United Nations, World Bank, International Organization for Migration, and Organization of American States. 

Since the first class of peace fellows graduated in 2004, there are 711 alumni: 473 from the master’s program and 239 from the certificate program. Four took part in both programs. 
Rotary and the United Nations
Rotary and the United Nations have a long history of working together and sharing similar visions for a more peaceful world.
In 1942, Rotary clubs from 21 nations organized a conference in London to develop a vision for advancing education, science, and culture after World War II. That event was a precursor to UNESCO. In 1945, 49 Rotarians went to San Francisco to help draft the UN Charter. Rotary and the UN have been close partners ever since, a relationship that’s apparent through PolioPlus and work with UN agencies. 
Rotary currently holds the highest consultative status offered to a nongovernmental organization by the UN’s Economic and Social Council, which oversees many specialized UN agencies. Rotary maintains and furthers its relationship with a number of UN bodies, programs, commissions, and agencies through its representative network. This network consists of RI representatives to the United Nations and other International organizations.

Each year at Rotary UN Day, more than 1300 Rotarians including many Rotary International Directors, Foundation Trustees, past Senior Leaders, and guests come together at UN Headquarters in New York.  The program is designed to inspire and educate all participants as well as provide insight into the relationship between Rotary and the United Nations. 
For more information about the Rotary, please visit www.rotary.org
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Contact: Michel P. Jazzar, RI Representative to ESCWA – � HYPERLINK "mailto:Jazzar@micheljazzar.com" �Jazzar@micheljazzar.com� 
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