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Rebuilding a Nation: 

Forum on Rebuilding and Revival of Lebanon
12-14 June 2007
Biel, Beirut

Provisional Agenda
Tuesday, June 12, 2007 

16:00 – 17:00 

Opening Ceremony of Forum and Exhibition at Pavilion Royal 




Mr. Albert Aoun, President of IFP Group

H.E. Executive Secretary of UN-ESCWA

H.E. Mr. Fouad Al–Siniora, President of the Council of Ministers of the Republic of Lebanon 


17:00 – 18:00

Registration

18:00—20:00
Session 1: Investing in Lebanon – Opportunities and Potentials

Moderator
Mr. Damianos Kattar, Former Minister of Economy and Finance

Keynote speakers
Challenges and Opportunities of Investing in Lebanon

Mr. Saad Al Barrak, CEO
MTC Group




Mr. Khalaf Al Habtoor, CEO




Al Habtoor Group

Speakers 

Lebanese Government’s Support to the Private Sector 

Mr. Roger Milki, Advisor to the Minister of Finance, Ministry of Finance
UN-ESCWA’s Perspective: Seizing Lebanese Rebuilding Momentum to Rebuild a Nation

Mr. Hassan Charif, Special Advisor, ESCWA

Arab Support in the Rebuilding of Lebanon

Mr. Abdul Karim Mohammad Al Aameri, President 

Arab Authority for Agricultural Investment and Development (AAAID)

Mr. Mohammed Sadiki, Resident Representative

Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Development

Civil Society Perspective on the Rehabilitation and Reconstruction in Lebanon 

Mr. Ziad Abdessamad, President

Arab NGO Network for Development (ANND)
Questions and answers

Wednesday, June 13, 2007

8:00 – 9:30

Registration 


9:30 – 11:00
Session 2: The Role of Lebanese, Arab, and International Private Sector Partnerships in Rebuilding Lebanon

Moderator

Mr. Ghazi Kraytem, President,
Chamber of Commerce, Industry and Agriculture of Beirut and Mount Lebanon

Speakers
Social Responsibility and Rebuilding Efforts of the Private Sector

Mr. Kamal Hamdan, Chief Economic Division
CRI Consultation & Research Institute, Lebanon

Mr. Neemat Frem, President

INDEVCO Group




Mechanisms and Areas of Potential Partnerships

Mr. Fawwaz Habbal, Dean for Research and Planning

Harvard University

The Role of the Private Sector and Civil Society Partnerships in Support of Lebanon
Rotary International

Mr. Michel Jazzar, RI Representative to UN-ESCWA 2006-2008
Rotary International

Sharjah City for Humanitarian Services

Mr. Adenasser Darwish, Head
“Tarhum” Committee for the Disabled in Lebanon

Questions and answers
11:00 – 11:30

Coffee Break
11:30—13:30
Session 3: The Role of Lebanese Expatriates in Rebuilding Lebanon 

Lebanese Business Expatriates and their Home Country

Mr. Ghayass El-Rifai, Executive General Committee Secretary

Lebanese International Business Council

Mr. Sari Hanafi, Professor of Sociology

American University of Beirut

Mr. Hatem Abou Said, Member of the Board
Arab-Italian Chamber of Commerce

Impact of Expatriate Remittances on the Lebanese Economy

Mr. Nassib Ghobril, Head of Economic Research & Analysis
Byblos Bank Group

Reversing the Brain Drain

Mr. Atif Kubursi, Deputy Executive Secretary

ESCWA

Main Challenges and Mechanisms for Effective Partnerships 

Mr. David Hamod, President and CEO

National US-Arab Chamber of Commerce

Questions and answers
13:30 – 15:30

Lunch Break

Roundtables on Lebanese – Arab and International Private Partnerships
15:30 – 17:00
Roundtable A: Construction, Industry and Energy
Opportunities and Challenges in Housing, Construction and Infrastructure

Mr. Nabil Al-Jisr, President, Council for Development and Reconstruction (CDR)

Proposed IT Solutions for Facilitating and Advancing Public/Private Construction Projects

Mr. Saadi Adra, Senior Solutions Consultant

Collaboration, Management and Control Solutions (CMCS)


Opportunities and Challenges in Industry

Mr. Fadi Abboud, President 
Association of Lebanese Industrialists
Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy Applications
Mr. Mohammad Kordab, Team Leader, Energy for Sustainable Development

 ESCWA
Mr. Anwar Ali, Project Manager

UNDP/LCECP

Discussion
17:00 – 17:15

Coffee Break

17:15 – 18:45
Roundtable B: Agriculture and Agro-businesses

Opportunities and Challenges of Agriculture in Lebanon

Ms. Wafaa Diqa Hamze, Former Minister, and Advisor

Ministry of Agriculture

Development of Micro and Small Agro-Industries in Lebanon

Ms. Carol Chouchani-Cherfane, First Economic Affairs Officer

ESCWA

Initiatives and Projects 

Mr. Youssef El-Khalil, President

Association for Development of Rural capacities (ADR)
Mr. Anthony Bou Chedid, Owner
Zaatar W Zeit

Discussion
Thursday, June 14, 2007 
Roundtables Lebanese – Arab and International Private Partnerships (cont’d)
15:00 – 15:30

Registration
15:30 – 17:00
Roundtable C: Information and Communication Technology 

Opportunities and Challenges of ICT Sector in Lebanon

Mr. Jalal Fawaz, President

Professional Computer Association

Use of ICT for Socioeconomic Development in Lebanon

Mr. Yousef Nusseir, Director, ICT Division

ESCWA 

Initiatives and Projects 

Mr. Toni Prince, General Manger

Computer Associates (CA)

Discussion

17:00 – 17:15

Coffee Break

17:15 – 18:45
Roundtable D: Tourism

Tourism Services and Challenges of Globalization in the ESCWA Region
Mr. Mohammad Radwan, Team Leader, Trade and WTO Issues 

ESCWA
Regional Geopolitical Factors Affecting Tourism in the Arab Region

Mr. Waleed Hazbun, Professor, Department of Political Sciences and Public Administration, American University of Beirut 

Opportunities and Challenges of Tourism in Lebanon

Mr. Pierre Ashkar, President

Syndicate of Hotel Owners in Lebanon (SHHL)

Action Plan for the Reconstruction of the Tourism Economy of Lebanon

Mr. Amr Abdel-Ghaffar, Regional Representative for the Middle East

World Tourism Organization (UN-WTO)

Discussion

18:45 – 20:00

Closing Session: Forum’s Recommendations and Conclusions
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